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11 new spectacular stadiums

SAUDI Arabia has unveiled an am-
bitious vision to host the 2034 FIFA 
World Cup, centered around the 

construction of 11 state-of-the-art stadi-
ums and the revamp of four existing ven-
ues. This sweeping initiative will span five 
dynamic host cities: Riyadh, Jeddah, Al 
Khobar, Abha, and the ground-breaking 
Neom megacity. 

At the heart of the bid is Riyadh, where 
eight new stadiums, including the 92,000-
seat King Salman Stadium, are poised to 
make a global statement. From the historic 
influence on Jeddah’s Central Development 
Stadium to the Arabian Gulf-inspired Ara-
mco Stadium in Al Khobar, each venue will 
be a testament to the kingdom’s cultural 
heritage and forward-looking aspirations.

King Salman Stadium, earmarked for the 
opening and final matches, along with the 
architecturally striking Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman Stadium in Qiddiya, will form 
the core of the capital’s World Cup infra-
structure.

Riyadh will also host two stadiums which 
are yet to be officially unveiled – the Prince 
Faisal Bin Fahad Sports City Stadium and 
South Riyadh Stadium, with a capacity of 
46,000 and 47,000 seats respectively and 
echoing the Salmani architectural style.

Jeddah will boast four stadiums, including 
the Jeddah Central Development Stadium, 
designed to reflect the city’s heritage, and 
the King Abdullah Sports City Stadium, 
inspired by the Red Sea’s coral reefs.  Jed-
dah will also be home to the yet-to-be-
announced Qiddiya Coast Stadium, which 
will have a capacity of over 46,000 seats.

Saudi Arabia has unveiled plans to build 11 brand new stadiums and revamp four existing ones in its 
ambitious drive to host the FIFA World Cup in 10 years’ time. Boasting capacities ranging from 45,000 to 

92,000-plus spectators, each of these arenas is spectacular and unique in its own way.

Al Khobar’s Aramco Stadium will feature 
a distinctive design inspired by the Arabian 
Gulf ’s ‘Dawwama’ whirlpools.

However, it is the Neom stadium that 
promises to be the most extraordinary. Lo-
cated 350 m above ground in the futuristic 
city, it will be powered entirely by renew-
able energy, setting a new 
benchmark for sustain-
able stadium design.

Abha’s King Khalid 
University Stadium will 
undergo a temporary 
expansion for the tour-
nament.

In addition to the 15 stadiums, 
Saudi Arabia is proposing 10 host 
locations that are scheduled to be 
the home of some of the training 
camps for participating teams before 
and during the tournament. These cities 
are known for their iconic tourist attrac-
tions, which will provide participating 
teams and fans an opportunity to ex-
plore the kingdom’s ancient, cultural 
heritage during the tournament.

The official bid book outlines the 10 pro-
posed FIFA Fan Festival sites in the king-
dom, as FIFA will select one site in each 
host city from the list that includes King 
Salman Park in Riyadh, which is set to be-
come the world’s largest urban park. The 
other site proposed in Riyadh is Qiddiya 
Large Festival Grounds.

Other fan sites include the Jeddah Water-
front on the Red Sea; the Al Bihar square 
in Abha within the added Abha Valley 
project; the marina within The Line project 
in Neom; King Abdullah Park in Al Kho-
bar - all of which will allow fans to watch 
matches and enjoy exceptional experiences 
in a vibrant atmosphere throughout the 
tournament.

Saudi Arabia will have more than 230,000 
rooms, available across the five host cities, in 
alignment with FIFA requirements. These 
rooms will cater to VIPs, FIFA delegations, 
participating teams, media personnel, and 

t o u r n a -
ment fans.

If suc-
cessful in 
its bid, the 
kingdom en-
visions the 
2034 World Cup as a 
global sporting spectacle 
that will rank as the most-
watched sporting event in 
history, while providing an 
unforgettable experience for all, 
including participating 
teams, officials, and fans. 

https://gulfconstructiononline.com/Article/1628481/11_new_spectacular_stadiums
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☛

RIYADH

King Salman International Stadium: 
Capacity – 92,000+. This spectacular new 
stadium will have the highest capacity in 
Saudi Arabia, and become a major centre 
for sports as well as home to the na-
tional team. Host of the opening and final 
matches, the stadium and its precinct will 
anchor the Green Riyadh development’s 

masterplan, contributing to the city’s 
ongoing transformation.

Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
Stadium: Capacity – 46,000+, This venue 
in Qiddiya City, Riyadh’s entertainment 
hub, will be a remarkable architectural 
marvel with triple-tiered stands offering 
stunning views towards the Tuwaiq cliffs. 
The stadium will feature an innovative, 
futuristic design, with most of its exterior 
facades covered in iridescent glass and 
LED screens.

New Murabba Stadium: Capacity – 
46,000+. The distinctive design of this 
new stadium replicates the overlap-
ping planes and texture of the bark 

of the native Acacia tree. The 
stadium will integrate the 

latest venue technology, 
creating an exceptional, 

personalised fan expe-
rience.

ture, a delicate latticework that will glow in 
the night sky (see Page 61).

Prince Faisal Bin Fahad Sports City 
Stadium: Capacity – 46,000+. The design 
of this new multi-purpose sports facil-
ity draws inspiration from the “culturally 
contextualised modernism” principles of 
Salmani architecture. The stadium will 
be part of a wider park site masterplan. It 
will sit at the heart of a vibrant commu-
nity facility that will provide locals with a 
combination of community sports facili-
ties and green spaces.

South Riyadh Stadium: Capacity – 
47,000+. The stunning design of this new 

stadium is inspired by the “culturally 
contextualised modernism” principles 
of Salmani architecture. After the 

competition, the stadium will be home 
to a professional football club and host 

sport and entertainment events.

King Fahad Sports City Stadium: 
Capacity – 70,000+. This existing sta-

Roshn Stadium: Capac-
ity – 46,000. This new stadium is designed 
as a dynamic part of the urban fabric, 
with a look that is  different from a typical 
sports venue. It will sit in a central plaza 
surrounded by the bowl’s ‘crystalline’ struc-

Geographically spread across the country, 
other host locations for the 2034 FIFA 

World Cup will be available as team and 
referee facility sites, providing training 

sites and other support.
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Jeddah Central Development Stadium: 
Capacity – 45,000+. Located within the 
Jeddah Central Development ( JCD), this 
stadium echoes the traditional architec-
ture of Jeddah’s historic Al Balad district, 
while embracing technological advance-
ments and innovative building design. 
It will anchor the Sport Park District of 
JCD, seamlessly integrated with its sur-
rounding villages.  

Qiddiya Coast Stadium: Capacity 
– 46,000+. This new stadium will be 

☛

dium is one of the most iconic venues in 
the region, with a distinctive fabric roof 
inspired by traditional tents. It is located 
near attractions such as the planned 
Sports Boulevard that will provide com-
munity access to green spaces. It is set 
to be refurbished to the highest global 
standards, which will also increase its 
capacity significantly.

King Saud University Stadium: Capac-
ity – 46,000+. This existing stadium is 
next to the vibrant U Walk – a King Saud 
University mixed-use development. It cur-
rently hosts Saudi Pro League games and 
other major sporting events, and its capac-
ity will be expanded for the competition. 

JEDDAH

NEOM

AL KHOBAR

ABHA

located at the heart of the Qiddiya Coast 
Development, on the shores of the Red 
Sea, with other sporting infrastructure 
and hotels close by. Its design evokes the 
ripple effect of a ‘Mexican wave’ with a 
rich and joyful colour palette.

King Abdullah Economic City Stadium: 
Capacity – 45,000+.  This new stadium 
will serve the vibrant King Abdullah Eco-
nomic City area on the Red Sea coast. Its 
versatile design and organic aesthetic are 
inspired by how local coral reefs grow.

King Abdullah Sports City Stadium:  
Capacity – 58,000+. This stadium was 
built in 2014 and is known as ‘The Shin-
ing Jewel’ for its distinctive geometric 
architecture. Planned refurbishments 
will update the stadium to meet FIFA 
requirements and be integrated into the 
stadium’s existing architecture. 

Neom Stadium: Capacity – 46,000+. 
Expected to be one of the most distinc-
tive and iconic stadiums in the world, 

Aramco Stadium: Capacity – 46,000+. 
Situated on the Arabian Gulf coast in 
Al Khobar, this stadium will feature a 
dynamic design that is inspired by the sea 
– symbolising the ‘Dawwama’ whirlpools 
that appear off the coast during the warm, 
summer months. From a design perspec-
tive, the stadium will include interlocking 
sails and decorations that mimic natural 
wave patterns, in harmony with the coast-
al environment. After the tournament, the 
stadium will be home to a professional 
football club (see Page 45). 

King Khalid University Stadium: 
Capacity – 45,000+. Currently used by 
the King Khalid University in Abha, 
this stadium will undergo a expansion 
that will increase its capacity as well as 
a renovation to modernise the stadium’s 
existing infrastructure and ensure its long-
term sustainable legacy. n

this awe-inspiring facility will be situ-
ated within The Line – more than 350 m 
above ground. It will provide an unprec-
edented and exceptional experience for 
fans attending the tournament matches. 
Additionally, the stadium will be run 
entirely on renewable energy, generated 
primarily from wind and solar sources, 
marking a historic shift in stadium de-
sign, globally. 
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of entertainment events. A cooling sys-
tem will enhance comfort for players and 
spectators in the seating bowl and in se-
lect concourse areas.

Aramco Stadium is one of a number of 
Populous-designed venues included in the 
official list of potential venues for the 2034 
World Cup, as published in the Saudi 
Arabia bid book released in July. 

Shireen Hamdan, the Senior Principal 
and General Manager of Populous KSA, 
says: “The Aramco Stadium development 
will create a world-class football venue 
capable of hosting top-tier international 
tournaments. The venue’s stunning set-
ting on the shores of the Ara-
bian Gulf has allowed us to 
develop a distinctive build-
ing form that is instantly and 
uniquely recognisable.

“The building’s open de-
sign invites the community 
to gather, celebrate and create 
lasting memories, making it 
a symbol of Al Khobar’s rich 
heritage and vibrant future. The 
design will become iconic in 
the football world and will be 
synonymous with Saudi Ara-
bia’s vision to further develop 
Al Khobar into a global sports 
destination, attracting visitors 
from around the world.”

POPULOUS, a global design firm 
based in the US, has unveiled the 
designs and the surrounding mas-

terplan for the ambitious stadium project 
being developed by Saudi oil giant Ara-
mco in Al Khobar in the kingdom’s East-
ern Province. 

Drawing inspiration from Al Khobar’s 
location on the shores of the Arabian Gulf, 
Populous has created a dynamic and visu-
ally striking stadium exterior that expresses 
the graceful rotation of waves and the spi-
ral motifs commonly found in nature. 

The overlapping translucent sails of the 
façade, delicately curved and proportioned, 
create a flowing sequence that allows natu-
ral light to penetrate the stadium’s interiors 
through strategically placed openings, says 
the top designer.

Within the stadium, the spiral form of 
the building is echoed in the ramps and 
walkways that lead spectators to the seat-
ing bowl, which has been shaped ellipti-
cally to minimise the venue’s footprint and 
optimise natural ventilation. 

 Developed by Populous’ specialist de-
signers, the seating bowl will provide 
world-class viewing for football, with a 
compact configuration and uninterrupted 
views of the pitch from every seat. 

Aramco stadium will incorporate 47,000 
gross capacity, with a maximum capacity 
of 55,000 for concerts and other types 

Populous, she states, had led the design 
of the stadium from the initial concept 
stage and will continue to oversee the pro-
ject until its completion.

The stadium and surrounding master-
plan will be built over an area of 800,000 
sq m. Alongside the stadium, the mas-
terplan will incorporate a comprehensive 
range of community amenities and facili-
ties designed to provide an unparalleled 
sports and entertainment experience, in-
cluding new sports facilities, retail areas, 
entertainment zones and public realm 
spaces, she noted.

The stadium aims to achieve LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design) certification for sustainability 
and will meet international inclusive de-
sign best practices to enable everyone to 
use and enjoy the venue on equal terms. n

Populous unveils designs 
for Aramco’s stadium

Read more at www.gulfconstructiononline.com

Aramco stadium Aramco stadium 
and the surrounding and the surrounding 

masterplan will be masterplan will be 
built over an area of built over an area of 

800,000 sq m. 800,000 sq m. 

Aramco stadium ... a 
visually striking exterior 
that expresses the 
graceful rotation of 
waves.
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heritage while creating new horizons for 
adventure tourism, The Rig. will consist 
of four decommissioned and newly built 
platforms, whose concept and model are 
inspired by offshore oil rigs. It will be built 
40 km from the shoreline in the Arabian 
Gulf, near Juraid Island and Berri Oil 
Field, with a gross floor area of more than 
300,000 sq m

The Rig. aims to attract more than 
900,000 visitors by 2032 and will target 
extreme sports and adventure lovers, those 
interested in oil and gas heritage, yachting 
and cruise line tourists, families and relax-
ation seekers.

The destination will 
feature three hotels 
with a total of 800 
rooms and 11 food 
and beverage outlets, 
a world-class marina 
and helipads. Hotels 
and amenities will 
have industrial char-
acteristics, designed 
by world-class de-
signers.

The Rig. will in-
clude around 72 
entertainment and 

PLANS for The Rig., the world’s 
first offshore adventure tourism 
project inspired by oil platforms, 

have advanced with the developer Oil 
Park Development Company (OPDC) 
having signed a partnership deal last 
month with International Maritime In-
dustries (IMI) to set up the maritime 
logistics and infrastructure essential for 
seamless access to the unique destination 
off the eastern coast of Saudi Arabia.

IMI, a premier global provider of mari-
time products and services, will supply 
ferries and additional services designed to 
optimise the visitor experience at The Rig. 
The destination will be accessible through 
special transport modes, including fast 
ferries, private yachts, helicopters and 
seaplanes. Terminals will be built on the 
mainland to manage and operate the fast 
ferries, helicopters, and seaplanes. Cruise 
lines will also be able to anchor nearby, 
with tenders taking visitors to and from 
the destination.

The masterplan for The Rig. was 
launched by the Saudi Public Investment 
Fund (PIF), which owns OPDC, in early 
January this year.

Designed to celebrate the legacy and 
history of Saudi Arabia’s long oil and gas 

attraction offerings, including a water ac-
tivities centre, an extreme sports and adven-
ture park, an amusement park, a splash park 
and a diving centre.  It will also offer indoor 
activities, retail shops, a cinema, a kid’s cen-
tre, a multi-purpose arena, an edutainment 
platform, and an e-sport centre. Peak visi-
tor numbers are estimated to be more than 
10,000 per day.

According to OPDC, The Rig. is being 
developed to the highest international 
standards, with a focus on environmental 
impact, community empowerment and fa-
cilitating eco-experiences. n

The Rig. takes a step forward

The Rig. will be 
built 40 km from 

the shoreline in 
the Arabian Gulf. 

The Rig. will 
feature three 
hotels with a 
total of 800 
rooms.

https://gulfconstructiononline.com/Article/1628483/The_Rig._takes_a_step_forward
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